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Church and State in American History

American Christians will have to 
make some difficult choices. Will 
we stand in solidarity with the 
worldwide church, the 
international body of Christ 
– or with our own American 
government? Only from inside 
some of our U.S. churches 
does one find religious voices 
consonant with the visions of 
American empire.
— Jim Wallis, public theologian,      
     Editor-in-Chief, 
     Sojourners magazine

Additional Information on 
Colorado Springs

Focus on the Family is one of the 
largest religious groups to have its 
headquarters in Colorado Springs. 
It is a parachurch organization, 
meaning that they work to broadly 
promote their evangelist mission 
across denominations both within 
and outside their main church of 
operations. They deliver a daily 
syndicated radio broadcast and 
also produce books. While they 
are strongly embraced by the 
conservative right, they have been 
widely criticized by medical and 
mental health organizations for 
presenting flawed and inaccurate 
information, and by academics for 
manipulating research data and 
skewing statistics to favor their 
moral agenda.

The military boom in Colorado 
Springs dates to 1942 when the first 
base was established there to train 
and house troops in preparation for 
World War II. Recent military bases 
located in Colorado Springs include: 
Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base, 
Schriever Air Force Base, NORAD 
(North American Aerospace Defense 
Command), Cheyenne Mountain Air 
Force Station and the United States 
Air Force Academy.

In our own American history, religion has been lifted up for public life in two different ways. One invokes the 
name of God and faith in order to hold us accountable to God’s intentions – to call us to justice, compassion, 
humility, repentance and reconciliation. Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson and Martin Luther King perhaps best 
exemplify that way. The other way wrongly invokes God’s blessing on our activities, agendas and purposes. Many 
presidents and political leaders have used the language of religion in such ways, and George W. Bush is falling 
into that same temptation. 

church and state in american 
history: Page 10

church and state in american 
history: Page 11
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Church and State in American History

1.) A large number of military bases 
and religious groups’ headquarters 
are located in Colorado Springs. 
In the play, what are the points of 
intersection and/or conflict between 
the military and the church? How do 
both similarly/differently approach the 
goal of performing a “mission”? How 
is it that these two organizations have 
grown so large in recent decades?

2.) Compare and contrast the ways 
characters in the play blend the 
language of religion with the language 
of the state. Where in the play do the 
two discourses overlap? Where in 
the play do you see references to the 
state (i.e. the military, government 
or law) mixed in with references to 
church, religion and/or faith?

3.) What are the differences/
similarities between the role of New 
Life Church in Colorado Springs as 
portrayed in the play and the role 
of the film industry as you have 
experienced its influence here in 
Los Angeles? What happens when 
a single industry or organization 
dominates the economic life and 
social culture of a city?

4.) How might National Hawthorne’s 
The Scarlet Letter be read as a 
response to what can happen 
when the church and state are 
not separated? 

5.) Historically, the Bible has been 
used as fuel for politics, from the 
conceptualization of community to 
the legislation of morality. What is
the difference between citing the 
Bible as a cultural referent point 
and using the Bible to rationalize or 
legislate behavior? What role should 
the Bible play in the government of 
secular society? 

Additional quotes to consider:

Pikes Peak country is a vast 
playground sprawling over a 
million acres. And best of all, 
these public lands belong to you. 
The trails in this guide are legal 
and open to everyone. And a 
great many people can share 
them, if everyone shows a little 
consideration.
— Trails Guide in 
     This Beautiful City
 
The way my Mom tells it, before 
all the Evangelicals moved in, 
the Libertarian ethos was very 
genuine. Colorado Springs was 
very live and let live. But then
 New Life exploded and Focus 
on the Family moved in and the 
Evangelicals had taken over. It 
was like, I’m from here?  
—  Alt Writer in 
      This Beautiful City

When the kingdom of God is 
established, you know it will be a 
kingdom, it’s not a democracy, 
and there will be people, more 
than likely (unless everyone gets 
saved, which I would love), that 
really just won’t like it. And that’s 
a tough thing. It gets hard for 
people to separate the battle and 
the person. 
—  Revolution House of Prayer
      Leader in This Beautiful City

I think so much of the power of 
the Evangelicals is imaginary. It’s 
extremely inflated. But we give 
them their power cause people 
are afraid. You know, like the 
local printers here will refuse 
to print something if they think 
it’ll offend Focus on the Family. 
Cause Focus will find out and 
cancel their orders. So yeah 
Dobson and their ilk – they’re 
bullies. But it only works if people 
allow themselves to be bullied. 
—  Alt Writer in 
      This Beautiful City

People need to calm down and 
realize that Christians are gonna 
be here, and we would never 
proselytize, but we reserve the 
right to evangelize to the 
unchurched. I mean, that’s a 
part of our religion. 
—  Cadet A in This Beautiful City
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Church and State in American History

Additional quotes to consider
(continued):

The line between the church 
and the state’s armed forces has 
been completely dissolved. Read 
the July 12, 2005, front page of 
The New York Times. General 
Richardson, the number two
ranking chaplain in the Air 
Force, makes an astonishing 
statement. Front page: it’s official 
policy to evangelize anyone who 
comes into the service who is 
“unchurched.” My wife and I have 
three kids in the U.S. Air Force. 
And we’re Jewish. Now, do our 
kids fall in this category being 
unchurched? And if so, Air Force, 
are you going to exercise your 
fucking right to Evangelize them? 
—  Military Religious Freedom    
      Activist in This Beautiful City

This is a beautiful city. A lot of my 
friends say, well why don’t you 
just move, it’s just too ornery, 
it’s too hostile, they don’t want 
you here. You know what? This 
is AMERICA, I like it here. I LIKE 
seeing Pikes Peak out of my front 
door. I’ll be dog-gonned if some 
guy is gonna tell me where I can 
or can’t live. The moment we 
have to run and hide and live in 
shadows, that is the moment 
when we have lost our liberties. 
And it’s NOT gonna happen, 
not on my watch. You didn’t get 
permission from me to be who 
you are, so damn sure I’m not 
gonna get permission from you 
to be who I am. 
—  T-Girl Christian in 
      This Beautiful City

We all think there’s simple easy 
solutions to everything. But the 
truth is the world is complex. It’s 
more complex than ever before. 
—  Fairness Leader in 
      This Beautiful City

This college guide and performance are a new adventure for Center Theatre Group education. As we continue to 
expand and refine our programming, please let us know how we are doing: rfain@centertheatregroup.org.


